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A radically inclusive multicultural   

community who serve and lead      

together with the love of Jesus.  

by Tessa Krippaehne  
 

It started with a cup of tea.  
 
My first visit with our Afghan family was at 
their brother’s house where they were stay-
ing for a few weeks while they waited for 
their new apartment to be ready. We were 
strangers, meeting for the first time, different 
cultures, different customs, different lan-
guages. I was completely out of my comfort 
zone, but so were they: the family of 11 had 
arrived in this country after spending over a 
year at a refugee camp, after fleeing their 
home with only the belongings that could fit 
in a suitcase. They had just been told a 
group of strangers were going to help them, 
people who didn't know their culture or lan-
guage or religion. I'm sure they were just as apprehensive as I was feeling. Upon arriv-
ing, I removed my shoes and was ushered into their hosting room, a special room just for 
guests, with beautiful carpeting and matching cushions lining the walls. I smiled and nod-
ded my greeting. “Tea?” the father asked. “Yes, please.” All my fears quickly subsided 
over the warmth and hospitality of that first cup of tea.  
 
Moving the family into their new apartment was just the beginning. The morning after the 
move, a call came from the family’s case manager with Lutheran Community Services 
Northwest (LCSNW). Could we help the kids get enrolled in school? The father is eager 
for his kids to be in school since they had no schooling for the year they were at a refu-
gee camp in Qatar. The case manager has been overwhelmed with requests from other 
families (he is currently helping nine refugee families and counting). I said of course we 
could help and sent a message to our team asking if anyone could meet with the family 
and help them get enrolled in school. It took Diane and Shawna about 10 hours over two 
days (with Google Translate as the only form of communication) to get the six school-
aged children enrolled.  
 
That Friday was supposed to be their first day of school, however, something was lost in 
translation (as I’m finding is a common occurrence when relying on Google Translate) 
and the kids didn’t get on the bus. So over the weekend, I spent time writing up the bus 
schedules and translating to Pashto, printing out cards the kids could carry on the bus 
with them saying who their teacher is, what class they should be in, and that they don’t 
speak any English. The next Monday, Gail and I went to the family’s apartment in the 
morning, took off our shoes, entered the hosting room and were greeted with tea and 
breakfast. We then showed them where and when to get the bus, and we walked the 
high schoolers to their school. As we were leaving, the eldest daughter asked if she 
could have my number so we could communicate directly instead of going through the 
case manager.  
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A week later the family messaged me asking if I could come help them with some “problems”. When I arrived, I took off my shoes, 
made my way to the hosting room and was again served a cup of tea. Turns out, as an Afghan refugee a big “problem” is not being 
able to understand the mail and email you’re receiving. They had also been receiving phone calls from the school and didn’t under-
stand what they were saying. After helping with their problems, they insisted I stay for a meal. It was one of the most amazing meals 
of my life (although I have no idea what I was eating). After the meal we had another cup of tea and chatted back and forth using 
Google Translate. They told me more about their life in Afghanistan and it was in this conversation we learned that the eldest daugh-
ter is married, and her husband was left behind in Afghanistan. She showed me her Google-translated phone: “I am sad.” I typed in 
Google Translate on my phone and showed it to her: “I’m sorry you’re sad.”  
 
Over that cup of tea, we were no longer strangers, we’d become friends.    
 
The next challenge presented to our team was to help the father and eldest daughter learn English. I spent the next week messaging 
every Afghan group that came up on my social media searches to ask if there were places Afghan refugees could get English clas-
ses. I had foolishly assumed I could call up Highline College and enroll them in ESL classes. To enroll in an ESL class at Highline, 
you need to know a little English, and while the father does know a little, the eldest daughter doesn’t know any English. I finally found 
an incredible organization who would enroll them in English classes, but we first had to bring them to their offices for testing and 
placement in the correct class. When we walked into the office of Refugee Women’s Alliance in SeaTac, it was bustling with refugees 
from every corner of the world. The English classes they would be placed in were “Life Skills” English classes, focusing on learning 
English phrases that would help them function with things like getting work and navigating school. They also were paired with a case 
manager who will help them secure employment when they complete their classes. (With our next family, ReWA will be the first place 
I take them.)  
 
Then came the biggest challenge that I thought would be the most simple: doctor appointments. Their case manager at LCSNW had 
scheduled appointments for everyone in the family: two per day over six days. What I didn’t count on was the follow-up appointments, 
prescription pickups, lab results, rescheduled appointments, and the struggle with the language barrier. At an appointment for the first 
grader and four year old, the father couldn’t accompany them, so he sent his wife along instead. Unfortunately, the mom hasn’t had 
any education and doesn’t read or write in Pashto, so Google Translate doesn’t work for her, and to top it off she didn’t know how to 
sign her name. I had always assumed there would be translation services available to the family in most institutions, however we’re 
finding that interpreters often aren’t available, or the wait for one is unrealistic.  
 
A few days later I visited the family again to bring some winter coats, help them set up their TV, and practice getting on Zoom for their 
English classes. I took off my shoes by the door and greeted all the kids as I sat down in the hosting room. Sipping on the tea I had 
become accustomed to, I watched all the kids try on coat after coat generously donated by people of Grace. They sat patiently refill-
ing my tea while watching me install Zoom on their computer and practice logging into their English classes. They demanded again 
that I stay for a meal, and after another delicious (and mysterious) dinner, I set up their TV and they turned on YouTube. Scrolling 
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through videos I got an education in Afghan culture and what’s currently going on in their country. We discussed important and diffi-
cult topics trusting in Google Translate to convey our message correctly. I wasn’t worried Google Translate would get something 
wrong and I’d offend them, because they knew me, and I knew them.  
 
They poured me another cup of tea and I asked if it would be okay to share their story with our congregation, the father said, “Of 
course, we trust our story with you.” I was surprised by the trust, and asked, “Are you sure?”   
 
They all nodded and the teenage son smiled and said, “You are family.”  
 
If you would like to know more about our beautiful Afghan family, ask me anytime. There are so many more amazing stories and I 
would love to talk your ear off about the joy they have brought to my life.  
 
Maybe over a cup of tea.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
by Pastor Chad Johnson 

 
Our Inter-faith Habitat for Humanity Build Day was a great blessing!  Charlotte, Gene, Jim, Sandy, and Pastor Chad jumped in on the 
project from GLC.  We arrived at 9:00 am for the orientation for building, but got to experience much more.  We were joined together 
with other faith community partners for this build day.  We heard from our Jewish and Muslim neighbors, along with Pastor Chad 
sharing a word from the Christian family.  A few sacred moments of inter-faith wove the day beautifully together.  We then dove in to 
cutting, sawing, hammering, and building walls.  
As you can see by the faces here, it was a joy to 
serve in this way.  A wonderful lunch was shared 
by the Habitat community, a true time of fellow-
ship.  We ended up needing to end the build day a 
bit early due to the wildfire and hazardous air con-
ditions.  Before departing, a few words of thanks 
were exchanged amongst all, and more hope burst 
forth as we got to talk with two upcoming home 
owners of these new builds.  Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow. 
 

If you are interested in serving in this way, let’s 

reach out, connect, and get signed up as build 

days are offered weekly.  Two very large builds 

are going up in White Center and Burien, so the 

work is in our backyard!  You all would look great 

in hard hats and safety glasses!    

 
 

“Those who Trust in the Lord  
will find new strength”   

Isaiah 40:31 
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by Janet Labes  

 
 2022 report 
 89 quilts shipped to LWR as part of the PNW ingathering.   
 Total quilts finished for LWR since 1968:  11,113.   
 11 quilts made and donated to the refugee family in October. 
 Four Thrivent Action Team projects.  Quilt batting purchased 
       with $250 seed money for each project.  Plan more Thrivent 
       projects in 2023.  If you have a Thrivent financial product  
       consider sharing a project with us.  
 
How can you help us?   
 Sew quilt tops at home.  We can provide instructions and  
       fabrics or 11" squares to make 60x80" tops. 
 Come and work with us on 2nd and 4th Thursday mornings of 
       each month.  You don't need to know how to sew.  There are 
       other tasks that are part of quilt-making. 
 
We also have a lot of fun as we work and serve together. 
Learn more about the work of Lutheran World Relief around  
the world. 
 

 
Lutheran World Relief Kits 
For many years in the past, Grace  
Lutheran Church assembled and 
shipped about 250 School Kits and 
Personal Care Kits each year.  About 
the time the COVID pandemic started 
the leadership of the project was no 
longer able to continue in that role.  
 
It would be wonderful to be able to 
resume those projects with a new 
leadership team. Thrivent Action Team 
projects could be used to purchase 
supplies for the kits. 
  
Any questions about LWR quilting   
and LWR projects? Contact me at 
206.870.4226 

Lutheran World Relief Quilting 

Afghan family quilts 

Quilt Blessing 
October 30 
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Friend to Friend Story 
by Harriet Thomsen 

 

Friend to Friend America (FTFA) was established in 1974 to end the loneliness, isolation and despair that was 
prevalent at that time in most of the established care facilities.  It started with ten homes in Des Moines and now 
active in five counties in Western Washington, from Olympia to Lynnwood and beyond!  Ed Marquart made it one 
of our grace in ACTION ministries and is still actively visiting together with his wife, Jan, in Federal Way.   
 
Five years ago when I was manning the phones at the Friend to Friend office here in Des Moines, a lady called to 
see if we could find a volunteer for her sister who had just suffered a stroke at the age of 58, was paralyzed and in 
constant pain.  I visited her because her sister said she was homeless, lived on the streets and inappropriate at 

times as well as the  family was scattered throughout the USA.  Inside that tough exterior was a frightened and lost person who need-
ed a friend and to know that God loved her as well.   
 
Her mother was the sweetest little lady imaginable.  When she came to visit, she wanted to meet me and I walked right by her in the 
lobby of the home because I was expecting a hardened and tough old lady!  She told me how she prayed for her daughter and I was 
the answer to those prayers....who knows where and how God wants to use us.  Her mother died two months after I met her. But she 
sent me a lovely letter of gratitude before she died.   
 
As a mother, I know how hard it is to see our children stray and rebel.  I saw the tears of anguish and regret that my friend shed upon 
the death of her mother, and I saw God work his magic in my friend.  She lived for five more years!  She was definitely still a character 
but the anger and fear were gone.  Her look of joy when I would visit and the words "I love you” came easily.  
 
I have had the privilege of being a friend to many in the past 45 years.  Some of them even came to Grace with me.  
 
I have a list of people who need friends right up the street.  FTFA is experiencing hard times after the pandemic and funding is diffi-
cult.  We have to pay $50 for each background check we run on our volunteers.  All volunteers are trained and we need both men and 
women.  It costs us about $5,000 a month to run the office and match volunteers.   
 
If you can give any amount or work at a place that matches donations, that would be appreciated. Above all, pray 
that God will continue to bless the residents we serve and the servants who hear the call. 
 
The pandemic gave all of us a peek of what it feels like to be isolated, ill, alone and afraid. 
 
Thank you and God bless you all with health and happiness in the new year. 
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by Pat Togher  
 

Greetings friends in Jesus Christ, 
 
I am writing to tell you about a new mission opportunity at Grace. This mission allows us to stretch 
ourselves, to reach out to our community, to find common ground in the word of Jesus Christ, and to 
improve our communication skills. At the same time, this mission work doesn’t require extensive trav-
el, heavy physical labor, or a significant financial contribution; this work is within the reach of all mem-
bers of the Grace community who can share their time and faith. 
 
What I’ve been describing is the new Bilingual Bible Study that Pastor Salvador started in fall of this 
year. The Bilingual Bible Study group has been meeting on Saturday afternoons to learn some Span-
ish and read the Lord’s Word. Being able to speak to people in their own language not only allows us 
to communicate better, but allows us to appreciate the varied Latin cultures present here in the Des 
Moines area. Speaking to people in their own language is a fundamental way of reaching out and 
respecting people’s culture. It also allows us to share our faith with others and foster a sense of com-
munity between cultures, creating a space for them to learn more about Jesus Christ. Bible Study allows us to better understand the 
Lord’s Word, and through the Word, each other. Many of us at Grace are already involved in Bible Study, but this one is a bit different. 
It speaks directly from Grace's vision, providing the opportunity for all of us to help build a radically inclusive multi-cultural community 
who serve and lead together with the love of Jesus.   
 
Pastor Salvador and his wife, Veronica, are teaching some basic Spanish phrases every session, so you don’t need to speak or read 
Spanish to participate; just be there.  
 
The study group is on break for the holidays, but I hope you will all consider joining the Bilingual Bible Study group in the New Year. I 
hope to see you there! 
 

 
 
 
by Pastor Salvador Cossio 

 
My first visit to PLTS seminary was amazing. Having the oppor-
tunity to spend one week on campus and have in-person classes 
was wonderful. I am so blessed to have the opportunity to attend 
this particular seminary. I can say that this is one of the most won-
derful experiences of my life! It’s like the sky cleared and I was 
able to see all the stars and planets.  
 
There are a few things from the first quarter that I want to remark upon: 

 
1. The professors have an amazing way of introducing a world view and multicultural 
        theology to each student. 
 
2. They share meaningful curriculum with kindness and are humble in the way  
        they teach. 
 

3. The most important part of the Lutheran way of life is that it should be “Christ-like”. 

4. Finally, I want to thank everyone for your support. Your words, donations for my  
       path at seminary, and those of you cheering any time you see me. All of that is  
       what is keeping me going. I send you hugs and prayers in the love of our Lord.  

Grace Bilingual Bible Study 

PLTS Seminary 

Wherever  
you  
lead  
I will  

follow. 
~ Luke 9:57 



by Karlene Chavez and Sandi Denoff  
 

Women of Grace – you are invited to join us for a relaxing morning of bible study and fellowship.  We gather on the third Saturday of 
the month at 9:30 am for coffee and fellowship before our session begins. 
 
This year Pastor Rachel leads us through our study from the ELCA Women’s “Gather” magazine. Rev. Sara Olson-Smith has written 
several sessions based on the theme, “Jesus and Nature”.  (For more information go to the website www.gathermagazine.org/
biblestudy). 
 
After two years of being apart, we are excited and blessed to be together again to pray and share in God’s word.   
 
 

“I feel grateful and happy that we are back together again for Bible study.  It’s fun to share over coffee 
and snacks to catch up.  I enjoy the opportunity to meet new women I did not know prior to the study.  
For example: last month I was sitting next to a gal who is a big baseball fan.  I shared that my dad was a 
left-handed pitcher for Snohomish in the mid to late forties.  Sharing with her made me feel warm and 
happy since he has been gone for 52 years.  It’s fun to share those memories with someone who loves 
baseball.  
 
I’m always excited to go and experience the presence of the Holy Spirit, especially during prayer time. 
 
In reading this if you have been on the fence about joining us I encourage you to come and you will be 
welcomed with a smile and open arms.”       Karlene 
 
 

“Every year when I turn the calendar to September I am excited to begin Women’s Bible Study again.  
It’s always fun to gather with friends for coffee and conversation, catching up on what’s happening in our 
lives.   It’s also a special time to get acquainted with women I haven’t had the pleasure of meeting – new 
friends!  
 
During the discussion of our lesson I feel God is right there with us. There are times when sharing our 
thoughts often brings new insight in the scriptures.  Learning and continuing to grow in my faith is an ex-
citing part of my life. 
 
It also feels comfortable to share the joy and concerns in my life and know 
that my friends are praying for me. Our time together is always a highlight 
in my week. 
 
Take a break in your week to relax from a busy schedule and join us.  
Bring a friend.  There’s always more room at the table.”      Sandi 
 
We look forward to seeing you! 
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The word Advent comes from the Latin word adventus, which means “coming.” Advent in the 4th and 5th century was a 
time of preparation for the baptism of new Christians. Christians would spend 40 days in prayer and fasting to prepare for 
the celebration that accompanied the baptism of new believers. 
 
Over time, Advent was connected to the coming of Christ. Originally, Christians used this term to reference Christ’s second 
coming, but by the Middle Ages Advent was connected to Christ’s first coming that we celebrate at Christmas. Today, we 
celebrate Advent over the four Sundays leading up to Christmas each year.  
 
The Advent season is an invitation for us all to choose to set aside the fear and uncertainty in life. It’s a chance to be inten-
tional about taking our focus off the busyness of the Christmas season. Throughout Advent we are reminded that Jesus 
offers us peace in every season and nothing is impossible with him! 
 
Advent Bible Study!  Come join in conversation groups in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings at 9:45 am during Ad-
vent.  We will share stories from Lutheran World Relief and share in conversations around the accompanying scripture 
verses.  Dates:  November 27, December 4, and December 11.  We will host a Christmas fun event on December 18 with 
cookies, silly photos, and crafts. 

Advent & GLC Christmas Schedule 

   

Family Christmas Eve  4:00 pm  
Bring your children to experience the Christmas story with Mary, Joseph and the dancing angels.  Bring an unwrapped 

Christmas gift to the manger for the Christ Child.  Gifts will be taken to a local children’s hospital.   
 

Candlelight Christmas Eve   

Contemporary Celebration Worship  6:00 pm   

Traditional Festival Worship 8:00 pm   
In the hushed quiet of a darkened manger scene, candles push away darkness and sparkle with the light of hope.  

(Services at 6:00 and 8:00 pm will be live streamed.) 

   

 

Sunday, December 25  
Christmas Morning Holy Communion  10:00 am   
Christmas is a morning festival!  Sing Christmas morning hymns, share in Holy  

Communion, and enjoy the beauty of Christmas Day. (Service will be live streamed.).  
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Notes from Amy 
by Amy Boers 

 
 
Grace Lutheran Church is hosting its first Messiah Sing-Along and you won’t want to miss it! A sing-along con-
cert is a wonderful way to experience some of the most popular traditional music in an entirely new way.  We 
have chosen to present Handel’s beloved Messiah, as it has become a wonderful Christmas season tradition for 
many.  
 

Messiah was composed for chamber orchestra, chorus, and solo voices.  We will have professional instrumentalists playing violin, 
viola, cello, bass, trumpet, and harpsichord. They provide the glorious music that we ultimately “sing-along” to. Soprano Jessica Mil-
anese, tenor Jim Brown, and baritone Barry Johnson are dear friends of mine from Pacific Lutheran University and will help sing the 
story through their beautiful recitatives and arias.  
 
But who is the chorus? YOU ARE!! In a traditional concert presentation, when it becomes time to hear “And the Glory of the Lord” or 
“Hallelujah”, the chorus stands and sings these amazing movements.  At our Messiah Sing-Along, you, the audience sing the chorus-
es! There is safety in numbers, so if you haven’t ever sung it before, you will be surrounded by people who have, and they will carry 
your part along.  
 
FAQs –  
 
I don’t want to sing. Can I just come and listen?  Of course, but there will be extra scores to borrow just in case you change 
your mind! 
 
I’ve never sung Messiah, should I just listen instead?  No! Everyone is welcome to sing-along. 
 
Does is cost money?  We’ve asked that you bring $5. Want to give more? That will help us be able to do it again next year. 
 
Is this just for adults?  All ages are welcome to participate. And you can join us afterward for a reception! 
 
I’m pretty busy. When is this happening? Saturday, December 10 at 2:00 pm. You’ll be done and still have time to go to that 
evening party you got invited to. 
 
Gather your friends and family, dust off your voices and get ready to share this amazing afternoon together.  What better way to begin 
a busy season than to surround yourself with the glorious strains of Handel’s Messiah…and He shall reign forever and ever.          
Hallelujah! 

Sing-Along 



by Paul Marth, Financial Ministry  
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Paul’s Journey at GLC 

I came to Grace as a result of your (at the time) community outreach programs.  I met here for a gathering.  I was raised in 
the Lutheran church: two great-grandpas, one grandpa, and three uncles were minsters. Regular church and Sunday 
School attendance, weekly church school evenings, VBS, president of the youth group were all part of my childhood. I felt 
comfortable enough to pick up a weekly bulletin to read.  Huh, this church has got a lot going on! 12-steps, Boy Scouts, 
preschool, Uganda missions, Mexican orphanage, etc. I thought I should come to church. This could be my home. The mu-
sic (8:30 am – always an early riser) and Pastor John O’Neal’s passionate sermon convinced me. These were my people. 
(To be candid, it was three or four consecutive weeks of visits before anyone said Hello – “Nice to meet you, Don” was my 
response when he welcomed me.)  
 

A few months later I took a Grace 101 class which Pastor John and his wife, Deb (A fellow PLU alum!) taught. As the new 
guy, Pastor Chad (PC), took it all in. John and Deb – What a team! A few months later, after becoming a member, I remem-
ber the first time Pastor John talked about the hockey stick. I understood seasonal trends as a life-long grocer, but this 
seemed different. I think I actually thought it was crazy. I was sharing my sentiment with Pastor John after the service that 
Sunday, standing where the Welcome Center is now, when Steve Dunham walked up. Pastor John introduced us, shared a 
little bit about Steve’s prior service at Grace, and we shared a chuckle about my newness and the history of the hockey 
stick.  
 

Next thing I knew, I got a phone call from Pastor John – “Would I be willing to help lead our Financial Ministry Team?” How 
humbling to be asked! I prayed and have been blessed to be serving as part of this wonderful team ever since.  
 

I met Travis, a prior Financial Ministry Team leader, while we travelled together in India, as part of our mission team. BTW – 
Meeting Pastor Titus’ during his visit to Grace further instilled this was where I was supposed to be. I had to go to India to 
help too!  What a blessing to see grace in ACTION, amongst a world of non-Lutheran, non-American, frankly, non-white 
people. I got home just in time to attend our second 2020 Annual Meeting.  Was I ever inspired to help serve! 
 

Then all COVID broke loose! 
 

We had to close our building, adjust and pivot to online church. Work to discern what the right path was, as we prayed with 
our mission and vision statements. What a challenging time! With the guidance and leadership of Mark Walker and others, 
we continued on, always trying to be inclusive and fiscally responsible. 
 

In 2020, we were blessed as our Financial Ministry Team and other servant leaders worked to secure government funds.  
This helped GLC continue to worship, online, and for our Grace Children’s Center, and GLC Preschool to stay open.  
 

During 2021, we continued to navigate how to include all, and be good stewards of our church’s finances and long-term 
sustainability.  
 

Now, here we are in 2022 – we are committed. Our giving is up! God is good! Our teams and stewards have worked to curb 
spending thoughtfully and where appropriate, with both short-term responsibility and long-term vision.  
 

We are still short of our expected giving.  I remember Pastor John saying something like “We don’t need more people in 
the pews, we need more people supporting our mission through action.”  We know some can only give through volunteer-
ing and using their talents. Where are you at in your commitment? 
 

Which is your box? 
 Won’t give more. 
 Can, but not inspired to.  
 Want to give more, but can’t. 
 Will give more. 

 

I think we have to be uncomfortable to serve God.  
 

Please give a bit more, and introduce yourself to someone you don’t know.   Both will give you joy! 
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by Jason Hervin, Congregational Board President 

 
Hello Church! 
 
I came to Grace from a chance encounter with Pastor Jason Lukis in the summer of 2013 at the Des Moines Farmers Market. My 
wife and I had recently moved back to the Seattle area, expecting our first child (Amelia), were looking for new jobs, and also looking 
for a church community. Pastor Jason invited us and we attended that weekend. During one of our first visits, we connected with 
Grace’s family’s group and we found a community we became connected with and grew together, as we grew our families, over the 
next several years. Grace was, and continues to be, a blessing for us in so many ways.  
 
I’ve had the privilege of serving on the Board for Grace these past few years. Fortunately, the Board (and 
Grace) are filled with many passionate and skilled servant leaders committed to Grace. As I’ve written in 
past articles, we, among churches nationwide, are in a liminal period for Grace where we are not where we 
were but not yet where we are to be … somewhere in-between. We, as a Board, have been building dis-
cernment to be able to see, hear, feel where God is leading Grace. As a church, we’ve adopted an ambi-
tious mission and vision statement pointing to a future state God is leading us towards that requires us to 
grow in ways that we haven’t previously. To accomplish this, we’ve invested in key pastoral roles to help 
us lead our ministries and to help Grace grow towards being and living as a multi-cultural radically inclu-
sive church.  
 
There are a lot to of encouraging signs as we’ve emerged from COVID and increased our in-person programming. Recently, Grace 
has sponsored an Afghan refugee family of 11 and continues to build community as they get settled in to their new home, new coun-
try, and new way of living. This past summer Pastor Rachel and Pastor Salvador led youth summer camps. Pastor Salvador led a 
youth Mexico mission trip after a pause on mission trips during COVID. And overall, seeing our child, youth, and adult programming 
come alive more and more each Sunday. We recognize that the in-person attendance is down from pre-COVID numbers, a trend that 
is common across churches nationwide, and are evaluating how we can increase engagement with our community. 

 
As the Board and Finance Ministry Team are in the process of preparing our 2023 budget and monitoring our 2022 generosity and 
budget performance, we need your help. We are currently, as of the end of October, operating with a deficit of $188,000. Even with 
the historical hockey stick, Grace sees with giving towards the end of year we still expect to have a deficit estimated around 
$140,000. We do have operational reserves of approximately $272,000 that will cover this year’s short-fall; however, this is a short-
term fix. If this trend continues through this time next year, we may be forced to make some tough decisions as staffing is the only 
area in our budget that has the ability to reduce the overall budget amount. To mitigate this risk, for the time being we are not provid-
ing any increases to pastoral and non-pastoral staff salaries for 2023. Another factor impacting our financial health is the HVAC    
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project that is underway with an estimated cost of $259,229. This project, as approved by the congregation, requires your continued 
commitment to additional giving beyond our budget in order to cover these expenses. We need your help to ensure Grace can contin-
ue to be a light in the community and operate moving us towards living into our mission and vision. If you are in a position where you 
can increase your giving then please invest your generosity with Grace.  
 
As we look ahead to our annual report and annual meeting, scheduled for January 29, we will keep you informed of our end of 
year performance and our budget for next year. In this meeting, we may go into more depth on our financial health as we look into 
2023 and ensure we can commit to a healthy future at Grace. If you ever have questions or would like to connect with the Board at 
Grace you can use our email address board@gotgrace.com. 

 
A few updates from our last Congregational Meeting we held on August 7 regarding the HVAC project and the sale of the property 
across the street from GLC (2501 South Kent-Des Moines Road). The motion to approve the HVAC and to list the property to sell 
passed.  
 
HVAC 

• The vendor, Air Systems Engineering Inc., is finishing the structural assessment and beginning the permitting process. 
This is the first phase of the project and we expect this to be a longer duration to complete likely sometime middle to 
late Q3 of 2023.  

 
Property Sale 

• With inflation, and rising interest rates, the market has soured for selling properties like ours. We still have the property 
listed for $650,000, we are still seeing the views increase online, however we have not had direct engagement recently 
from potential buyers. 

 
As always, please don’t hesitate to contact the board (board@gotgrace.com) or myself (jasonhervin@salt.gotgrace.com) if you ever 
have any questions, ideas, concerns. Also, if you have any interest or questions about serving and leading at Grace we’d love to hear 

from you! 

We wish you a vey Merry Christmas and Happy Holiday season.  
 
With love and gratitude,  
 
GLC Congregational Board 
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Message from GLC Congregational Board continued from page 11 
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by Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee (bishop@lutheransnw.org) 
 

“Sometimes it’s boring. 
 Sometimes it’s thrilling. 
  Sometimes it makes me cry.” 
 
(Quote from “The Wonderful Ordinariness of Congregational Life” by Cheryl Fullerton, Christian Century, March 2022) 

 
Recently I was thinking about church. (Full disclosure … I think about church quite a bit.) But, in particular, I was thinking about the 
rhythm of church life. And I think the above quote from Cheryl Fullerton sums it up pretty nicely. 
 

Sometimes it’s boring 
I admit, sometimes there is something that is uninteresting about church. Perhaps it is the repetitive nature of it. Perhaps it is the cy-
clical nature of things. Perhaps it is seeing the same people in the same pew week after week and year after year. 
 

We know that Fred will sing the hymns out of tune … every time. We know that Mary will cluck her tongue at someone’s tattoo peek-
ing out from their sundress. We know that Mike will fall asleep during the sermon, and we know that Dan will try to share the peace 
with every single person. We know that the children will fidget. We know that the baby might cry. We know that we have rituals and 
sacraments and prayers that we say each week. We know that sometimes we won’t hear the utter preposterousness and absurdity 
and utterly amazing news that Jesus loves each of us and all of us – that sometimes this message sails over our heads because 
we’re too busy looking at the bulletin. 
 

And yet … 
 

Sometimes it’s thrilling 
I always get goosebumps when I hear the words, “I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” I 
rejoice each Easter when we all shout, “He is risen! He is risen indeed!” Candles lit in darkness bring hope and light on Christmas 
Eve. When I am privileged to place bread in people’s hands and I see young, old, wrinkled, black, white, brown hands reaching out 
for Jesus, it is truly miraculous. 
 

We know that Fred cares for his wife with Alzheimer’s. We know that Mary still grieves her daughter. We know that Mike works the 
late shift, and we know that Dan only leaves his group home for church. We know that the children will hear of Jesus. We know that 
the baby will grow up in the community of elders. We know that sometimes we will hear and understand, if even for a moment, the 
utter preposterousness and absurdity and utterly amazing news that Jesus loves each of us and all of us. 
 

And so … 
 

Sometimes it makes me cry 
Church is not for the faint-hearted. Church is not for people who only want to be with their own kind. Church is for the young, the mid-
dle-aged and the old. The healthy and the sick. The spiritually depleted and the spiritually full. Those who are seeking, those who are 
exhausted, and those who are filled with fire for justice. We all come together. The Freds and Marys and Mikes and Dans. And we 
sing and we pray, and we receive Jesus, in community, together. 
 

Church is wonderfully boring and thrilling. We catch glimpses of the divine amongst the coffee pot and petty disagreements. We see 
Mary hug the tattooed young girl after she is baptized. We see Mike exchange high fives with Dan. We see Fred with tears singing at 
the top of his lungs, “I Know that My Redeemer Lives.” 
 
There is nothing like church. 
 
“Sometimes it’s boring. 
 Sometimes it’s thrilling. 
  Sometimes it makes me cry.” 
 
Reproduced with permission from The Spirit, publication of Northwest Washington Synod of the ELCA 
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A Message From Our Bishop 
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…so that [we] may take hold of the life that is truly life.  
1 Timothy 6:19  
 

These words have captured my imagination for much of my adult life. 
Paul was writing to, and teaching, his dear friend Timothy, also a 
Teacher-Preacher about how to be a better leader. The mystery of 
"that life" has called to me many times—I remember sitting in the 
balcony of Trinity Lutheran Church in Parkland, watching the adults 
go to the communion table. I asked my parents “why can’t kids take 
communion? I want to take communion.” They explained that you 
don’t get to have communion until you go through confirmation and 
become an “adult" in the church. I pressed the issue as any eight-
year-old might, until they set up a meeting with the pastors. I remem-
ber going in alone, and they asked me questions about what I under-
stood about communion. I have no idea what I said, but my mom said 
they brought me out with a somewhat quizzical smile on their faces, 
and from that day I was able to join the table. The mystery and cele-
bration of the table has never left.  
 
The call toward “that life" led me to become a choral music teacher. I 
love the idea that the word call comes from the Latin word voca, and 
so does voice, and vocation!  I began directing choirs at the age of 
eighteen and have had the opportunity to teach people of all ages the 
joy of singing ever since. Grabbing ahold of “the life that truly is life” 

has been a foundation of my work. Grace, agape love, community, gifts of the Spirit, servanthood, and so many of the things that 
abound in our Lutheran tradition became pillars of my work. As I work mostly in secular settings, I enjoy teaching informed by faith, 
just without the “Jesus” language so that everyone might be invited into what I am sharing. Humorously, people think I am quite 
thoughtful and wise as I share gospel-thinking with them—I just have to chuckle as I think “this is only a Sunday School lesson—if 
you liked this, you should come to church!”  
 
I have been teaching and conducting at the University level for 33 years, the last 25 at the University of Washington in Seattle. Prior 
to that I had been a high school teacher and music director at a large Lutheran church in Minneapolis. In addition, Amy and I both 
work with the Symphony Tacoma Voices, she as the keyboard artist and 
me as conductor. I have been blessed to have the opportunity to travel 
extensively across North America and around the world to teach teachers 
and their students. Music is certainly a global language, but more im-
portantly, it is such a joy to see how powerful and universal the musical 
“Sunday School” lessons are.  
 
Watching how music and the Holy Spirit work together to help people see 
and be their best selves and change lives continues to call me. This mys-
tery appeared once again this past month as Amy and I stepped in faith 
into working together yet again as co-directors of music ministry here at 
Grace. Great things are happening at Grace, the Spirit is moving, I am 
thrilled and humbled to be a part of this congregation, and I can’t wait to 
see what is to come.  
 
Peace, Geoffrey Boers 
 

A Note from our New Co-Minister of Worship and Music 
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Welcome New Nursery Director 

Blessings to all members and friends of Grace. My name 
is Michele Larabee and I am the new Grace Nursery     
Director. I have been a member of Grace for 32 years and 
have helped teach Sunday School for 29 years. The last 
four years I have worked at Pacific Middle School as        
a Para for children of disabilities. I also work at Grace 
Children’s Center a few hours each day. “YES” I love to 
surround myself with God’s children. 
 
I would love to invite any child up to the age of five into 
nursery during any church service. We will have a Bible 
story, make a fun craft, play games, and listen to chil-
dren’s songs. 
 
Start children off on the way they should go and even 
when they are old they will not turn from it.  Psalm 127:6 
 
Blessings, Michele 

Michele participating in  
Trick or Treat Street this fall 

We are so excited and blessed to have Michele stepping in 
to her new role as Director of our Nursery Ministry. Her com-
passion, patience, and leadership skills with others are 
Christ-like and Christ-centered and we are excited to contin-
ue being in ministry together in this new way. And if you’re 
looking for a great way to get involved with our kiddos - 
Michele is always looking for more servant leaders to join 
her in spending time with our littlest disciples.  
 

Our nursery is now open on Sunday mornings  
and at community events for ages 0-4. 
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 Congratulations Third Graders! 

Brooke, Oscar , Emma, Jewel, and Amelia 

A fun day in Good News Crew on October 2 when our Third Graders were gifted 
Adventure Bibles to deepen their faith and continue their walk with Jesus. Here’s 

to all our disciples and children of faith of every age! 

Pastor Rachel with our Third Graders & the Adventure Bible each received 
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What a great way to have a Halloween event to keep the children safe, 

out of the rain, and easy to do. The children had fun along with us and 

we had a variety of costumes including a number of parents in costume 

too.  I especially like the Star Wars characters with Princess Leia, Luke 

Skywalker, and the baby Wookie – Denny and Cyndee Steussy 

The joy that was filled from each child 

that walked by brought so much joy 

to my heart here at Grace.   

– Sammy Larabee 

What a great way to meet our younger generations, parents 

and friends who all enjoyed the event with smiles as we did 

where the Church’s love for all was shared.  

- Marlene and Wes Anderson 

Thank You Trick-or-Treat Street Participants—So Much Fun! 
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Youth Ministry 

by Pastor Salvador Cossio 

Summer Camp was a fun experience for everyone (31 kids and nine 
adults) and there were three baptisms performed by Pastor Rachel! 

 

We had Bible teachings, water games at the lake, a fun time during 
small groups and built relationships by the campfire. We also had 
some special guests at our retreat; Bon Jovi, Taylor Swift, paparazzi, 
an amazing group of counselors, loving advisors and the amazing 
Pastor Rachel. 

 

This was my first fall retreat with this amazing group of kids and what 

a fun experience it was! I did not know how many extreme games 

you could have in just one retreat; zip-lines, black light dodge ball, 

archery, indoor pool time, 3D Climbing Wall, Drift Trikes and the campers still had enough energy to keep doing other  

activities. However, the most important part of the weekend was the way they created a bond in a Christ-centered commu-

nity. If you are thinking of going on the next retreat, don’t think too hard. The youth group always needs help in one way or 

another. Contact Pastor Salvador if you have any questions. 

Forms for all upcoming 
Youth events available  

online at  
gotgrace.com/youth 
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Congratulations 
Confirmands 

Blake Island Retreat 

Reformation Fest! 

Fall Happenings 
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Newcomers are folks who have recently joined the community at  
Grace.  Welcome to the family, Newcomers! 

Geoffrey & Amy Boers - our new  
Co-Ministers of Music and Worship 

 
Along with stepping into the role of Co-Ministers       

of Music and Worship, Geoffrey and Amy are avid 
bikers. Ask them about their (many!) long distance 

rides. Many stories and adventures to share! 

The Dizon Family - (l-r) Gabriel, 
Gabe, Kai, KerriAnne, & Roman 

 
The Dizons are jumping into life         
at GLC with both feet!  Kai was       

baptized on November 13, 2022 &  
the whole family is already sharing 
in community, from summer camp 

to Faith Formation on Sunday  
mornings!  Welcome Dizons! 

John & Mary Soderlind 
 

The Soderlinds have been attending and active at GLC for a 
few seasons now - so it’s beyond time we claim them as part 
of the family! They’ve jumped in to Bible studies, support of 

our Afghan family, and more. Welcome Soderlinds! 

If you or someone you know is interested in being a Newcomer, please contact the front   

office. We want to recognize, bless, and celebrate your presence here as part of the family! 

Welcome Newcomers 
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by Pastor Rachel Swenson 

 
In the church calendar, the Christmas holiday is immediately followed by Epiphany, a time for Christ-followers to immerse themselves 
in the mystery of Emmanuel, God-with-us.  Unique to this season is the time to open ourselves to the beauty of ‘eureka’ moments – 
times when we say, ‘oh! I get it!’ Through his embodiment, Jesus lived his whole life as an eureka moment. Every time he countered 
the hate of the world with love, we who follow him say, ‘oh! I get it!’ Every time he met the world’s cruelty with kindness, we who fol-
low him say, ‘oh! I get it!’ Every time he met the world’s judgement with grace, we who follow him say, ‘eureka!’ 
 
From the beginning of January till mid-February, our Epiphany season this year will be defined by our theme - “Christ, Be Our Light.” 
There’s a hymn by the same name and, whether you know it already or not, we can promise its words and tune will be stuck in your 

head straight through to Easter time! The refrain is simple but powerful - Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine 
through the darkness. Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 
 
As children of God, we wander and wonder throughout our lives as we seek to follow our North Star, our Guiding Star, our Purposeful 
Light.  While there are many challenges for our eyes to stay fixed on this guiding light in this complex world, our faith yearns to see 
and know more fully.  In Christ community, we keep the light shining for each other and this world.  We Rise Strong as God’s light 
beckons us forward in faith. Just as we focused on in our fall series, Rising Strong, living whole-heartedly, centered on Christ’s pres-
ence amongst us. 
 
At the same time, even as we look to God as our guide, we know that the forces of our world have all too often painted light as ‘good’ 
and dark as ‘bad’, going as far as to say the same about the color of our skin, stemming from centuries of colonialism, oppression, 
and racial violence. In the midst of this, we are called, not only to dismantle the ways in 
which lightness is seen as better in our embodiment of humanity but also to lift up the ways 
in which God is present and active in darkness as well. To that end, our Epiphany season 
will be informed by both ‘God’s Holy Darkness’ by Sharei Green and Beckah Selnick and 
‘Learning to Walk in the Dark’ by Barbara Brown Taylor. As we deepen our relationship to 
the beauty, hope, and goodness that is present in darkness, you are encouraged to check 
out both resources! May they bless us all with moments unending when we say, ‘oh! I get it!’ 

 

May the Word of God speak and bring us to full life and illumination, this season and always!   
 

by Pastor Salvador Cossio 

 

     On the 6th of January in Mexico, we celebrate the Day of the Holy Kings and family and 

     friends gather together and share a piece of cake that is called “Rosca”. Every rosca       

     depending on the size, has a different amount of baby figures inside and if you cut 

     your piece of rosca and you get a baby Jesus, that means you are bringing tamales on 

     the festivity of the “Candelaria” that is celebrated on February 2. We gather, once again,     

       to celebrate the day Jesus was first presented in the Temple and share some tamales. 

               Will you like to be part of this celebration? We celebrate Jesus and eat tamales.

                     That is a good way to start the year.  Blessings! 

 

 

 

 

Epiphany - a Season of ‘Eureka!’ 

Day of the Wise Men and The Candelaria 



by Pastor Chad Johnson 

 

This article gives a simple sneak peek into the upcoming Lenten Season. 

We’ll begin the season with Ash Wednesday on February 22.  Our Soup Supper (5:30 pm and following) along 

with in-person and live streamed worship at 7:00 pm.  For those who cannot be here that evening, we’ll offer the 

Dispensation of Ashes (ashen crosses on forehead and prayer) at 12:00 pm as well. 

Our Lenten Wednesdays will then continue with two in-person worship services, one at 3:00 pm and one at 6:30 

pm.  Both services will be in our fellowship space – around the round tables – with the sung liturgy of Holden.  We will 

practice a supper church model where we eat and talk together within the scripture meditation of the day.  The afternoon 

food will be pie and coffee/tea and the evening meal will be our youth-hosted soup suppers.  The encouragement is to get 

here a little early, get your food and move to a table group.   

For the Wednesday worship experience, we are pre-buying 75 copies of: “A Way Other Than Our Own” by Walter 

Brueggemann, to use as our devotional source.  These will be for you to take and use throughout the season.  They can 

be returned at the end of Lent. 

Our Wednesday Supper Church Worship Dates are March 1, March 8, March 15, March 22, and March 29, with 

gathering times at 3:00 pm and 6:30 pm.   

For our Sundays in Lent, we will use our common lectionary texts for the season.  We’ll continue to explore how through 

the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus that we are Rising Strong in his ways as the full people of God.  We know his 

ways are not always our ways and we desire to deepen our discipleship journey into his way of being in the world.  We’ll 

imagine ourselves as those first century disciples as they entered his whole story and draw from that well of inspiration 

and hope for our faith journeys today.   

 

 

 

 

Page #23                    GLC Quarterly Newsletter 

2023 Lent Sneak Peak 
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by Pastor Chad Johnson 

 
Many folks wonder why we wear ashes on our foreheads 

at the beginning of Lent.  

• Are we showing off?  
• Are we trying to stand out?  
• Is this some weird secret church ritual?  
• What do the ashes mean?  
• Should I get ashes too? 

These smudged ashes upon our foreheads remind us of 
our sinfulness. We are broken.  We make mistakes.  We 
fall into many different ways of attempting to live apart 

from God.   

The ashes also remind people of their mortality.  We are dust and to dust we shall return.  Ashes to ashes, dust to dust, we all fall 

down.  None of us are getting out of here alive. Death will come for all of us.    

The ashes also remind people that they have been redeemed.  We have come from God and we will return to God.  Death will not 

have the last word.  Life, love, and resurrection will win.  We will be raised.  Thanks be to God. 

Let’s go a little deeper here with a Lutheran lens.  Since ancient times, God’s people have used ashes as a sign of humble repent-
ance (e.g. Jonah 3:5-9; Job 42:6; Daniel 9:3: Matthew 11:21; Luke 10:13). This tradition was carried on by the early church and re-
mains an important tradition today. When one willingly goes up to a pastor and receives ashes on his/her/their forehead, they are 
admitting that they are sinners in desperate need of salvation. They are admitting that they have sinned not only against their neigh-
bors, but against God too. The ashes remind the wearer of their need to repent and confess to be turned back to God. The ashes 
demonstrate our pleading that the Lord would purify us. The ashes serve as a tangible and visible sign of our failure to love God as 

much as God loves us. 

The receiving of ashes on Ash Wednesday also reminds people of their mortality.   

God said to Adam, “You are dust and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19). Ashes serve as 

a solemn reminder that the price of sin is death. We cannot escape death. Often, people today feel as if they are invincible. It’s easy 
to feel like we’re at the top of the world, capable of doing anything that we desire. We keep ourselves busy doing “good” things.  
People don’t like to think about death. Our culture has seemingly sterilized death. We make every attempt to avoid death. Death is 

uncomfortable.  

And that’s why ashes are so important. They are the physical reminder that God created us from the dust of the earth and one day 

all will return to the dust of the earth.  

Ashes to ashes and dust to dust. The ashes force us to remember that we are merely mortal and that God reigns for all eternity. 

Ashes also tell us the good news of the Gospel! You see, ashes aren’t just smeared randomly or haphazardly across people’s fore-
heads. The ashes are given in the shape of the cross. In receiving the ashes, we remember that our Lord Jesus took on the fullness 
of our humanity. He who was sinless became our sin. Jesus the Christ was crucified on a cross. Then Jesus conquered death itself 
through His resurrection. He was born, died, and resurrected for you. In doing so, Jesus has taken the ashes of our past and created 
in us new life, allowing us to live forever in the holy presence of God! He has redeemed His children, making us clean and new. 

Why Do We Receive Ashes on Ash Wednesday? 



Through the cross of Christ, the power of death has been destroyed.  

Through the empty tomb there is life. The cross-shaped ashes on our foreheads proclaim this good news! 

In many Lutheran Ash Wednesday services, the Lord’s Supper follows the receiving of ashes. We, who were once dead in our sins, 
we who deserve to die, come to the Lord’s table literally wearing the cross of Christ. Here, at the Lord’s table, we are given the new 
life that is only found through the body and blood of our loving Lord Jesus. Here, at the Lord’s table, those marked with the cross of 

Christ are raised up, strengthened through God’s mercy, love, and grace, and sent forth into the world to proclaim the good news! 

Interestingly, the ashes Lutherans receive are traditionally made from the palm branches used on Palm Sunday, a day when people 
rejoiced and praised Jesus only days before they turned on him and yelled “Crucify Him!” (Matthew 27:22; Mark 15:13; Luke 23:21; 

John 19:6) This serves as a powerful reminder that people are sinful, death is real, but Resurrection Day (Easter) is coming!  

Come, all are welcome. All need saving grace!  You are dust, and to dust you shall return!   
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Why Do We Receive Ashes on Ash Wednesday?  continued from page 24 



Faith in Everyday Life 
by staff members of Lutheran Counseling Network 
 

I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I 
in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do    
nothing. (John 15:5)  
 
I have never been a terrific gardener. I get inspired for a weekend here and there, but then I get busy, or 
something else grabs my attention, and my garden suffers. The flowers droop. The leaves get parched. 
The bushes get overgrown and unruly, their branches choking each other out. 
 
And so it is for us, says Jesus, when we don’t root ourselves in him. We get off track. We lose energy. 
Our best efforts come to nothing.  
 

The way for us to bear fruit, says Jesus, is to 
abide in him. The Message translation puts it 
this way: “Live in me. Make your home in me 
just as I do in you.” Jesus lives in us, and he 
invites us to live in him. To root ourselves in 
his ways of love and forgiveness. To drink 
deeply of his love, so that everything we do 
flows from that love. Like branches that grow 
and get their nourishment from a vine.  
 
When we live in Jesus, we flourish. But we 
can’t do it alone. We need a community of 
believers to remind us where we belong and 
where to get our true nourishment, to give 
each other strength and encouragement 
when we struggle. When we root ourselves 
together in the Vine, we bear fruit together. 
We are like a vibrant garden of flowers. We 
are like lush green leaves on a shrub. We 
are like the strong branches on a tree, all 
working together, all bearing good fruit.  
 

Thanks be to God for being such a 
faithful gardener, and for giving us 
such a loving, life-giving Vine to 
root in. It’s good to live and grow among 

his branches. 
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This spring, join in on Adult Faith Formation Sunday mornings between services. During our 

Epiphany season, we’ll be journeying with Star Words, a way for us to pray, listen for, and 

interact with God’s presence in our lives as we look forward to the new year ahead of us. 

During this season, we remember, “the magi followed the star to find baby Jesus, bringing 

their gifts. We are also seeking Jesus, trusting God can/does use many signs (or stars) to 

guide us closer to the Divine presence.”* We’ll journey through the gifts God grants us each 

year and reflect on how these gifts carry us through each day. Join us as we listen to the 

movement of the Spirit, spend time in community, and reflect on how we respond to God’s 

calling in our lives! 
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Epiphany Star Words 

Star Words image from Sanctified Art - sanctifiedart.org 
*Words from RevGalBlogPals - https://revgalblogpals.org/star-words/ 
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Messiah Sing-Along 
Saturday, December 10 @ 2:00 pm 
Reception follows | Suggested donation of $5 

 

Advent Sundays 
Bible study - November 27, December 4 & 11 @ 9:45 am 

Christmas fun event with cookies, silly photos and crafts - December 18 @ 9:45 am 
 

Christmas Eve Services 
Saturday, December 24  

Family service:  4:00 pm - bring a unwrapped gift for Children’s Hospital 
*Candlelight services:  Contemporary @ 6:00 pm | Traditional @ 8:00 pm 

 

Christmas Day Service 
*Sunday, December 25 @ 10:00 am 

 

New Year’s Day Service 
*Sunday, January 1 @ 10:00 am 

 

Community Dinners 
Second Tuesday of the month @ 5:00 - 6:00 pm 

beginning January 10  
 

Annual Meeting 

Sunday, January 29 @ 12:15 pm (In-person & Zoom) 
 

Ash Wednesday Service 
*February 22 @ 7:00 pm (Soup supper @ 5:30 pm)  

12:00 pm Dispensation of Ashes & Prayer only 
 

*Live-streamed services 

Winter Schedule... 
  Sunday Worship 8:30 and 11:00 am  

Online Worship 10:00 am 
Monthly calendars and weekly bulletins are available at:  gotgrace.com/announcements 


